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News in Br ief 
 

·  M ichael Gabel, a graduate student worked under 
supervision of Dr. Zhongli Pan at University of 
California, Davis, received the First Place Award in the 
graduate student poster competition at the Annual 
California-Nevada Section Meeting of ASAE on 
February 11, 2004. The poster title was Fruit and 
Vegetable Dehydration Using a Catalytic Flameless 
Gas-fired Infrared Dryer.  

 
·  Dr. Xiuzhi Susan Sun has been promoted to full 

professor effective July 1 2004 at Kansas State 
University.  During the past three years since her last 
promotion of associate professor, Dr. Sun, along with 
her colleagues and students, has published 38 peer 
reviewed journal articles, 3 patents, and 5 manuscripts 
accepted for publications among Journals of Polymers, 
Biomacromolecules, J. Applied Polymer Science, J. 
American Oil Chemistry, Cereal Chemistry, 
Transactions of ASAE, Industrial Crops and Products, 
etc. Prof. Sun is appointed as USDA Technical Panel 
Chair for Biobased Products and Bioenergy Program in 
2004. 

 
·  Dr. Jaw-Kai Wang, a member of AOC and a member 

of the National Academy of Engineering has been 
appointed to a three years term on the Board on 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, the National 
Academies (BANR). BANR Operates under a 
congressional charter designating the National 
Academy of Sciences as an 
independent adviser to the nation and provides expert 
scientific advice on global problems and issues facing 
agriculture, biotechnology, food, and environmental 
systems. For additional information you can contact 
Charlotte Kirk Baer, Director, Board on Agriculture 
and Natural Resources at (202)-334-3062, or email 
banr@nas.edu. You may also look at 
www.nationalacademies.org/banr/. 

 
·  Drs. Ruihong Zhang and Zhongli Pan have won a 

research grant of $995,700 from California Energy 
Commission, which is matched with over $3,016,000 

from industry collaborators, on a project entitled 
"Development and Demonstration of a Distributed 
Biogas Energy System Utilizing Organic Solid 
Wastes".  The project is for demonstration of a new 
advanced anaerobic digestion technology called 
Anaerobic Phased Solids Digester System (APS-
Digester) for which Dr. Zhang is an inventor. In this 
project, a 3-tons-per -day anaerobic digester system 
will be developed at the University of California Davis 
and a 25-tons-per-day system will be developed in the 
City of Industry, California to convert urban green and 
food wastes into biogas energy, high value compost and 
fiber products.   

 
·  Dr. Qiang Zhang was interviewed on CBC (a national 

TV in Canada), and a local TV station for his research 
on odour from swine operations. Qiang has been 
working on swine odour for the past six years. His 
research focuses on odour dispersion and field 
measurement of odour using human sniffers. 
 

 
·  Tun Ge, a graduate student worked under supervision  

of Dr. Qiang Zhang, won the University of Manitoba 
Distinguished Dissertation Award.  Tun’s PhD research 
dealt with flow and vibration of bulk solids in storage 
systems.  

 

 

Association of Overseas 
Chinese 

Agr icultural, Biological, and 
Food Engineers 

Inside This Issue 
Featured Story: Dr. Jiannong Xin: Out of the Ordinary 
Career………..………………….…………………………………2 
Call for 2004 AOC Student Paper Award …………………….3 
Update of 2004 CIGR International Conference…………….3 
Renewing Your Membership with AOC……………………….4 
Meeting Minutes of AOC Executive Board Third Bimonthly 
Teleconference …………………………………………………..5 
University Sport Light: Washington State University……….6 
Position Announcements ……………………………………….8 
Call for News and Article Contribution to Impact…………..8 
Membership Application Form……………………………………….10 
Form of 2004 AOC Student Paper Award…………………..11 
 



Volume 3, Issue 3, April 2004      - 2 - 

Dr. Jiannong Xin: Out of the Ordinary Career   
By Jude Liu 

 
Dr. Jiannong Xin describes himself as “an average 

individual who is trustworthy, loves his family and dedicates to 
his work” . The “average individual” , however, has achieved 
outstanding achievments: 60 publications, 10 honors and awards 
since he started his current academic career in 1996. He received 
his Bachelor degree of Electrical Engineering from Beijing 
University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, in 1982, and then he 
came to United States and received his Master (1990) and Ph.D. 
(1995) in Agricultural and Biological Engineering, University of 
Florida.   

With his cross-educational background, Dr. Xin’s research 
is mainly related to information technology (IT) in agriculture. 
It’s not about the technology itself; he uses creative ideas solving 
agricultural problems utilizing IT.  His research areas are 
agricultural decision support system, computer simulation, micro 
irrigation control, and distributed computing.  He has developed 
numerous computer applications and tools for agricultural uses; 
most of them are state level projects. Distance Diagnostic and 
Identification System is one of the projects received several 
awards from the University and the State of Florida. The project 
was contributed to the USDA funding for the establishment of 
the Southern Plant Diagnostic Center, one of the five centers in 
US to fight agricultural bio-terrorism. Recently, he has received 
another grant to develop a State Agricultural Response System 
for agricultural emergency management.  He has also conducted 
consulting work in Mexico and Florida. I would say that he is a 
specialist in both Agricultural and IT Engineering.  

In addition to research, Dr. Xin is very active in academic 
activities, such as organizing and chairing meetings for ASAE 
and CIGR conferences. He also serves AOC as a secretary and 
active member. He had involved in organizing past four 
International Conferences in Computers for Agriculture and 
Natural Resources. Recently, he works with professionals in 
Asia, Europe, and South American on several initiatives 
including Pan American Federation of Information Technology 
in Agriculture, International Network of Information Technology 
in Agriculture, and E-Journal: Journal of Information 
Technology in Agriculture.  

When we talk about his family, he feels that he is one of 
those lucky ones who have a lovely family. He values a lot for 
his family, and he works on weekend only when it is really 
necessary. His wife, Qiuping Jian, also works for the University 
of Florida. She is very supportive in his career and their two 
children have made his family life even more enjoyable . He has 
a 12 year old son and an 8 year old daughter. Both kids are doing 
excellent in school and he always enjoys taking them traveling 

around the states. It looks that the boy loves sports as his father 
loves basketball. The following is an e-mail interview that I 
conducted with Dr. Xin.  

 
Interview 

 
Jude: You have double E background, how did you decide to 
work on Agricultural Engineering? Do you have a story about 
this?  
 
A: Not really a story. I always feel Ag engineering is one of the 
interesting and challenge fields. This could be due to my parents© 
wish (they gave me a name of Jian-Nong - "building 
agriculture"). My mother taught in an agricultural school when I 
was born.  More importantly, I had an opportunity to become an 
Ag engineer so I decided to pursue it.  Now I am glad that I 
made the right decision.  My EE background was very helpful 
during my study of Ag. Engineering. I even diversified my study 
in civil engineering, environmental engineering, computer 
science, geology, and statistics when I was a graduate student.  
 
Jude: Do you have any suggestions to make AOC more active, 
provide more services for members especially for student 
members?  
 
A: Member participation is the key to make the Association more 
active. Students are encouraged to make initiatives that are 
interested to them and I believe AOC is making very effort to 
facilitate the needs of students.   

�
Dr. Jiannong Xin  

IFAS Information Technology 
Department of Agricultural and Biological Engineering 

University of Florida 
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Jude: For Chinese students who are studying in North American, 
what do you think is the most important to learn? Many people 
say that if one could find a job depends on "who do you know", 
but not "what do you know". Could you please provide your 
opinion?  
 
A: I felt that students should not only focus on the technical 
aspects, skills such as effective communication and getting 
involved in society activities are equally important in one©s 
career.  In fact, good professional connection is definitely helpful 
for landing a job.  
 
Jude: If you were allowed to write just one sentence to AOC 
members, what would it be?  
 
A: Get involved and work towards our common goal.  
 
 

Call for  2004 AOC Student Paper  Award 
 

Rules of 2004 AOC Student Paper Award  
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of the Student Paper Competition is to recognize 
excellence in the conduct of research to build the knowledge 
base needed by engineers who design equipment, facilities, and 
processes for the sustainable operation of a biological system. 
 
AOC Student Paper Award consists of only a written 
competition (no oral competition). A cash prize of $150, $100 
and $50 will be presented to the first place, second place and 
third place finalists, respectively, at the AOC banquet on August 
3, 2004 during the ASAE Annual International Meeting in 
Ottawa. 
  
Eligibility 
 
Contestants shall be members of AOC at the time their paper is 
submitted. Submitted research papers must report only the 
research done to complete the requirements for a graduate degree 
and must be presented during the 2004 ASAE Annual 
International Meeting.  
  
Three judges will score the papers in accordance with the ASAE 
Rules for Scoring the Written Competition - Click here to see the 

rules for scoring: 
  
http://www.asae.org/awards/competitions/Graduate_Stude
nt.html 
 
All entries are due by June 15  
 
Submit the Entry Form (attached) and the Research Paper 
electronically as a Word document or PDF document to the 
attention of Dr. Ying Chen, Chair of the AOC Student Paper 
Award Committee at ying_chen@umanitoba.ca no later 
than June 15, 2004. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
Dr. Ying Chen at: 

Ying Chen (Ph.D, P.Eng) 
Associate Professor 
Dept. of Biosystems Engineering  
Rm. 425, Engineering Bldg 
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3T 5V6 
Canada 
ying_chen@umanitoba.ca 
Phone: (204) 474-6292 
Fax: (204) 474-7512 

  

Update of 2004 CIGR International Conference 

By Shunjun Li and Lanfang Zhang 

2004 CIGR International Conference ·Beijing (2004 CIGR 

BEIJING) will be held from October 11-14, 2004 in Beijing. 

The Organizing Committee and all the staff of the conference 

have been putting their efforts into the preparation to ensure a 

 
Dr. Jiannong Xin and his family 
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successful Olympics of Agricultural Engineering. At present, 

all preparation work for conference is going on schedule. The 

below is the update of the activities of the preparation work. 

 

(1) The Academic Committee of 2004 CIGR International 

Conference has received 954 abstracts by April 14,2004. 

The received abstracts are under review. The Secretariat of 

each session and the Academic Committee will notify the 

authors about the acceptance of their abstracts by e-mails. 

The names of authors will be published on the conference 

website after the review is done. The deadline for the full 

paper submission is June 15, 2004. 

 

(2) Beijing International Convention Center has been reserved 

by the organizing committee for the conference. Four hotels 

are also reserved for participants of the conference. These 

hotels are 

Crown Plaza (five-star hotel)  

Beijing Continental Grand Hotel (four-star Hotel)  

National Jade Hotel (three-star hotel)  

Ya Yun Cun Hotel (apartment) 

All the hotels are located near the Convention Center (the first 

two hotels are the next door to the center and National Jade 

Hotel is the farthest, which takes 10 minutes by walk). 

Reservation information can be obtained on the conference 

website.  

 

(3) Three technical tours have been arranged. 

�  Visit the modern agricultural machinery and facilities 

all over China displayed at Chinese Academy of 

Agricultural Mechanization Sciences. These 

machineries present the latest development of 

agricultural machinery in China.   

�  Visit the agricultural equipment manufacturing 

enterprise—Foton Motor Co.Ltd. The visitors will see 

the agricultural machinery show and visit the assembly 

line of agricultural vehicles. 

�  Visit agro-product processing enterprise – Huiyuan 

Corp. The visitors will see the aseptic filling line for 

PET bottle and the production line of fruit juice in 

laminated paper containers.  

 

(4) The latest newsletter and the announcement have been 

published on the website. The Organizing Committee also 

published two latest newsletters on the journal of 

Agricultural Machinery to extend the influence of the 

conference. The latest information of the conference is 

available on the website. http://: www.2004cigr.org 

 

Renewing Your Membership with AOC 

By Ruihong Zhang 

Dear AOC members and friends,  

 

I want to use this opportunity to remind you of renewing 

your AOC membership for the year of 2004 if you haven’ t sent 

your membership fee in yet. Your membership is a very 

important means to show your support for the AOC. The 

membership fee is $20 for regular members and $5 for student 

members residing in the countries other than China and ¥ 100 

(RMB) for members residing in China. As off the end of 

February, there were 44 members (15 students and 29 regular 

members) who renewed their AOC membership through the 

ASAE.   

 

To renew your membership, please your membership fee to 

the following addresses: 

for members residing in countries other than China,  

 

Shaojin Wang  

Biological Systems Engineering Department 

Washington State University 

213 Smith Hall 

PO Box 646120 

Pullman, WA 99164-6120 

 

For members residing in China,  

 

Baoji Wang 

Library, China Agricultural University, East Campus 

Qinghua Donglu Road, Beijing, 100083 

Peoples Republic of China 
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To become a new member, please fill the membership 

application, which is included in this newsletter or can be 

downloaded from AOC website (http://www.asae.org/aoc), and 

send it along with your membership fee to the addresses listed 

above. The AOC appreciate your continued support. We want to 

increase our membership so please continue to help us recruit 

more new members. Personally I thank you for your effort. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Ruihong Zhang 

Vice President and Chair of Membership Committee 

 
Meeting Minutes of  

AOC Executive Board Third Bimonthly Teleconference 

By Chenghai Yang 
 
The AOC Executive Board had its third bimonthly 
teleconference for the 2003-2004 year on February 27. The 
following is a summary of the meeting minutes. 
 
Approval of Agenda: AOC President Qiang Zhang drafted a 
standard meeting agenda. The agenda was approved 
unanimously by the board. The meeting minutes for the 
December 19, 2003 board meeting was briefly reviewed and 
approved unanimously by the board.  
 
China Exchange Session: The program for the third China 
Exchange Session at the 2004 ASAE/CSAE Annual Meeting in 
Ottawa, Canada has been tentatively determined. Six speakers 
have been invited and confirmed. The session will be extended 
from two hours to two and a half hours. USDA Undersecretary 
Joseph Jen will be the session keynote speaker. He will be given 
30 minutes and the rest of the speakers will be given 20 minutes. 
Refreshments will be provided. 
 
Standing Committees of AOC: Qiang Zhang drafted a frame for 
terms of reference for the AOC committees. Each of the 11 
committees needs to have a term of reference based on the 
frame. The census is that AOC president appoints new 
committee chairs every year and new chairs will form the 
committees. The Student Advisor on the Executive Board shall 
serve as the Chair of the Professional Development and Awards 
Committee. The current Student Ying Chen will serve as Chair 
of the Professional Development and Awards Committee. 
 
Student Paper Awards in China: The student paper competition 
guideline was approved unanimously. 
 
Update on Joint Journal Publication: Roger was absent for the 
meeting, but sent an email to ask the board members to review 
some documents on the joint journal. His recommendation is that 
AOC will go ahead with the non-profit Tax-exempt ID number 
application to include the journal publication. Roger will then 
start the ISSN number application process. 

 
Annual meeting in Ottawa: 1) Business meeting - The annual 
AOC business meeting may be held separately from the banquet 
if the banquet location is not suitable for meetings. This will be 
determined soon. 2) Banquet - Ying Chen reported on several 
possible banquet locations and the costs for meals and 
equipment. The meal price should be around CAN$30. The 
number of the menus should be limited to 2-3. The National Art 
Center, which is close to the meeting site, may be a good choice. 
Ying Chen will negotiate with the management to finalize the 
selection and prices. 3) Student activities - Ying Wang, the Chair 
of student activity committee, reported that a student gathering is 
being planned at the meeting. 4) 2004 awards - Ying Chen and 
KC Ting will work together on the award nominations. There is 
sufficient fund for the awards. 
 
Update on CIGR Beijing Conference: Naiqian reminded that the 
deadline for paper submission for the CIGR Beijing conference 
is April 15. He is communicating with the Chinese organizers to 
have Juming Tang, AOC president-elect, and other volunteering 
AOC members in the academic and organizing committees and 
session programs. Some participating AOC members may be 
asked to review the papers submitted to the conference. Naiqian 
and Qiang will find out how many AOC members will attend the 
conference and decide if AOC will hold a forum at the 
conference. 
 
Other Business: Ruihong Zhang spoke on behalf of Zhongli Pan 
about the newsletter. The release date for the third issue was set 
on April 15. A student column will be added to the newsletter 
and Zhongli will send requests to students for information. 
Jiannong Xin will be featured in the third issue. Shaojin Wang 
and Juming Tang will write an article on Washington State 
University.  
 
Respectfully submitted by 
 
Chenghai Yan 

 



Volume 3, Issue 3, April 2004      - 6 - 

University Spotlight: Washington State University 
By  Shaojin Wang and Juming Tang 

 
The state of Washington is located at the northwest of the United 
States, bounded on the north by the Canadian province of British 
Columbia, on the east by Idaho, on the south by Oregon, and on 

the west by the 
Pacific Ocean (Fig. 
1). The governor of 
the state, Gary Locke, 
is the first state 
governor in the US 
whose ancestors 
came from China. 
This state is the 
birthplace of many 
major innovative 

international companies with popular household names such as 
Microsoft, Boeing, Amazon, and Starbucks. More importantly, 
Washington, also referred to as the Evergreen State, is a major 
agricultural state with a total farm gate value of about $5.4 
billion, ranking 12th in the nation in 2001. It leads the US in 
production of a wide variety of agricultural commodities, 
including apple, cherry, berries, potato, soft wheat, and hops, and 
is a major producer of grapes and other fruit and vegetables. The 
food processing industry also contributes more than $10 billions 
to the state economy. More than 40% of agricultural 
commodities and food products produced in this state are 
exported, making this state the 2nd most trade dependant 
agricultural state in the US. 

 
Fig. 1.  WSU location in the US 

 
Washington State University (WSU), founded in Pullman in 

Southeastern Washington in 1890, is the state’s land-grant 
research university. WSU has grown from a single campus in 
Pullman to a multi-campus system that is also based in Spokane, 
the Tri-Cities and Vancouver. WSU’s 620-acre campus in 
Pullman features modern classrooms and libraries, laboratories, 
museums, student residences, recreational and athletic facilities 
(Fig. 2). WSU has ten colleges, including a nationally renowned 
Honors College, and a Graduate School. Research in 
biotechnology, shock physics, and sociology has an international 
reputation and impact. The liberal arts and sciences have an 
important place in both undergraduate and graduate curriculum, 
along with business, education, architecture, pharmacy, nursing 
and the traditional land-grant programs in agriculture, 

engineering, human sciences, and veterinary medicine. WSU 
offers some 300 fields of study including more than 150 majors. 
Bachelor’s degrees are available in all major areas, with master’s 
and doctoral degrees available in most. The university has 
approximately 1,500 instructional and research faculty members 
and more than 22,000 undergraduate and graduate students. 
WSU students represent diverse social, economic, and ethnic 
backgrounds from throughout the nation and more than 110 
foreign countries. The communities include more than 300 
Chinese students and scholars.  

 

 

Fig. 2.  Bird-eye view of WSU Pullman campus 

 
The Department of Biological Systems Engineering at WSU 

was first established as the Department of Agricultural 
Engineering and changed to its current name in 1992 to reflect 
our new emphases. Currently, the department has six full 
professors, three associate professors, one assistant professor and 
one instructor. These professionals work with four support staff 
members, five technical staff members, twenty-nine post-
doctoral researchers, over forty graduate students (most are 
Ph.D. students) and some one hundred and fifty undergraduate 
students. The department offers three B.S. in five majors: 
Agricultural Communication, Agricultural Education, General 
Agriculture, Agricultural Technology and Management, and 
Biological Systems Engineering.  The department is in the 
process of hiring seven new faculty members over the next two 
years to strengthen the current food and environment engineering 
areas and expand to the bioprocessing area. 
 The department offers graduate M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in 
four major areas: Food Engineering, Land and Water Resources 
Engineering, Agriculture related Environmental Engineering, 
and Biomass Processing and Bioproduct Engineering. Food 
Engineering covers applications of advanced thermal and non-
thermal technologies to the sterilization, pasteurization, and 
packaging of food products, studies of novel technologies for 
value-added processing of agricultural commodities, postharvest 
technologies to control pest for domestic and international 
trades, and the studies of fundamental engineering properties of 
agricultural commodities and foods. The research emphases on 
the use of novel engineering concepts in combination of the 
knowledge of food properties, food chemistry, microbiology, and 
consumer desires in developing innovative processing and 

 
   Shaojin Wang        Junming Tang 
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Fig. 3. Dr. Joan Wu (second from right, 1st row) and her team 

members at WSU. 

storage technologies for the agricultural products industry. Its 
goal is to improve food quality and safety, to conserve energy, to 
minimize waste, to reduce costs both in environment and 
economics, and to enhance the marketability of American 
agricultural products throughout the world. Food Engineering 
research programs at WSU are world-renowned in emerging 
food preservation technologies including non-thermal and 
combined methods for processing food and microwave and radio 
frequency processing technologies.  
 Land and Water Resources Engineering covers surface and 
subsurface hydrology, water quality, agricultural water 
management, and cropping system modeling. Main research 
efforts in this area have been focused on the development of 
models that can be used to describe the unique winter 
hydrological and soil erosion processes. Additional research 
interests include subsurface water flow and contaminant 
transport.  

The Environmental Engineering program in the department 
deals with the development of technologies and practices for 
treating agricultural wastewater for disposal or reuse, including 
non-point source pollution abatement, natural systems for 
wastewater treatment, aquaculture effluent management and 
water reuse aquaculture systems, and waste management and 
wastewater treatment for concentrated animal operations. 
 The Biomass Processing and Bioproduct Engineering 
program aims at developing technologies for producing value-
added products from agricultural waste and residues. These 
products include biogas, biochemicals, and nutraceuticals. 
 Three faculty members, fourteen research associates/visiting 
professors and ten Ph.D. students in this department are from 
China or oversea Chinese.  The following sections introduce 
those three faculty members and their research and teaching 
activities. 

Associate Professor Joan Wu graduated from Tongji 
University in Shanghai with both a B.S. in Geology and a M.S. 
in Hydrogeology. She then received a Ph.D. in Agricultural 
Engineering from the Ohio State University (Go Buck!) The 
research activities of Dr. Wu’s group (Fig. 3) span all sub-
disciplines of hydrology, namely, surface, vadose-zone, and 
ground-water hydrology. One of the large, ongoing project 
supported by the USDA Forest Service and through a USDA 

NRI grant is to modify and improve the WEPP (Water Erosion 
Prediction Project) model for use under more broad hydrologic 
conditions. Another study involves stochastic modeling of water 
flow and nuclear waste transport through variably-saturated, 
heterogeneous subsurface at the Idaho National Environmental 
and Engineering Laboratory (INEEL), a Department of Energy 
facility located in Idaho Falls, ID. The study is in collaboration 
with a number of INEEL scientists and funded through the 
Inland Northwest Research Alliance (INRA). Additionally, Dr. 
Wu’s group carries out aquifer studies and research on water- 
and gravity-driven erosion problems induced by forest fires. 

 
Professor Shulin Chen 

(http://www.bsyse.wsu.edu/Main/People/faculty/chens.htm) 
received B.S. from Heibei Agricultural University, M.S. from 
China Agricultural University, and Ph.D. from Cornell 
University.  Dr. Chen is currently leading a 20-people Agro-
Environmental and Bioproduct Engineering Research Group 
(Fig. 4) researching on topics related to watershed modeling, 
wastewater treatment for animal operations, recirculating 
aquacultural systems, production of lactic acid, chitosan, nisin, 
and unsaturated polyacids from biomass.  Dr. Chen, also serves 
as the Coordinator of the WSU Bioproduct Initiative and the 
Watershed Program Director of the Washington State Water 
Research Center. 

 

 
Fig.4. Dr. Shulin Chen (right, 2nd row) and some of his 

bioprocessing group at WSU. 
  

Professor Juming Tang 
(http://www.bsyse.wsu.edu/tang/) obtained his B.S. degree from 
the Central South China University of Science and Technology, 
Changsha, China, M.S. from University of Guelph, Ontario, 
Canada and Ph.D. from the University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatchewan, Canada.  He teaches and conducts research in 
food engineering. Specifically, he studies heat and mass transfer 
in drying and thermal processes and works on technologies to 
add value to agricultural commodities. He also leads multi-
disciplinary research in developing novel technologies based on 
radio frequency and microwave energy to control pests in 
agricultural commodities for international trade, and advanced 
thermal processing technologies to control pathogens in 
packaged foods and produce shelf-stable meals for military and 
home uses.   
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Fig. 5. J. Tang, S. Wang and some of the team members at 

WSU in November 2003. 
 

His research team consists of research associates, Ph.D. 
students and visiting professors with background in agricultural 
and food engineering, electric engineering, chemical 
engineering, entomology and food microbiology, many received 
degrees from Chinese Universities (Fig. 5). The research 
activities of these team members span from basic kinetic and 
properties studies, computer simulation, development of pilot-
plant systems, to the development of process protocols for 
regulatory approval for industrial applications. His long-term 
collaborators include scientists from two major research 
universities, six USDA research stations/centers, one Army 
Research Center in the US and two research centers in Israel, as 
well as research scientists and engineers from nine major 
equipment, food processing or packaging companies in the US 

and UK.  His team collaborates closely with scientists from 
Departments of Food Science, Animal Science, Mechanical 
Engineering, Department of Mathematics and Business at WSU. 
 He also frequently visited and gave talks at Chinese universities 
(Fig. 6). 

 
Fig. 6. Juming Tang (1st right) and Zhongli Pan (2nd right) 

with faculty members of Food Science College at the 
Northwest University of Forestry and Agricultural Technology 

in Yangling, China in November 2000. 

 
Position Announcement 

 
Position:   
Ph.D. Graduate Research Assistant 
Biological and Agricultural Engineering 
Kansas State University 
Manhattan, KS 66506 
 
Responsibilities: Conduct independent research in the area of 
biomaterial processing with focus on bioconversion of grain, 
grain residues, and agricultural by-products into chemicals using 
fermentation technology.  The research activities will include 
development of optimum pretreatment procedures and 
optimization of fermentation condition to increase the 
bioconversion rage and final product yields.  The individual is 
expected to conduct research, data analysis, preparation of 
progress report, presentation of research results at national 
meeting, and manuscript for publication. 
 
Qualification: M.S. degree in Biological Agricultural 
Engineering, Fermentation Engineering, Chemical Engineering, 
or closely related discipline.  Demonstrated excellence in course 
work.  Biochemical and enzymatic analyses, and familiarity with 
biomaterials such as grain, starch, protein, and fibers is 
preferred.  English skills in communication and technical writing 

are required. 
 
Assistantship: Annual salary is $16,000.  Graduate Research 
Assistants are considered Kansas residents and annual tuition 
and fees from $2,000 to $3,000 depending on total credit hours. 
 
How to apply: Send letter of application, including a 
statement of research, resume, a copy of transcripts, and three 
letters of reference to: 
  
Dr. Naiqian Zhang 
Director of Graduate Program 
Biological & Agricultural Engineering 
Kansas State University 
Manhattan, KS 66506 
  
For further information, please contact Dr. Donghai Wang at 
785-532-2919 or dwang@ksu.edu. 

 
Kansas State University is an equal opportunity, affirmative 
action employer and actively seeks diversity among its 
employees. 

 
Call for  News and Ar ticle Contr ibution to IMPACT 

 
As a reminder, your contributions to the AOC, particularly to the newsletter, will make the newsletter more informative, 
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interesting and useful. In this issue, we have started another new 
column called Position Announcement. If you have positions 
open or are looking for a job, this will be a column for you.  

Starting from next issue, we are going to add another 
column, Student Column, where students can share their life, 
work, and study experiences with the readers of IMPACT. If you 
are a student, please consider this invitation to contribute articles 
to this column and pass this invitation to your student colleagues 
and friends. If you are not a student, please let the students of 

your acquaintance know about this opportunity. The articles 
could be of any length. The shared experiences would be 
valuable to all the members of AOC. 

 Your input is always important for making the newsletter 
successful. You can contact me at zlpan@ucdavis.edu.   
 
Zhongli Pan 
Editor of IMPACT 
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Membership Application Form 
(http://www.asae.org/aoc) 

 
      •  Regular Membership 
      •  Student Membership 
 

I submit the following for  •  Membership      •  
Reinstatement 

PREFIX      •  Mr.   •  Ms.   •  Mrs.  •  Miss 
                   •  Dr.   •  Prof.  •  Other: 
_________                                                       
                                                                         
              

 
LAST NAME  _____________________ FIRST  ________   MIDDLE INITIAL   ST NAME  ________________________ 

 
CHINESE NAME  ________________________________ 

 
TITLE __________________________________________ 

 
BIRTH DATE  ___________________________________                                          •   MALE            •  FEMALE 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NAME OF EMPLOYER 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
OFFICE ADDRESS: P.O. BOX OR STREET ADDRESS 

 
__________________________     ______________________     ______________ 

CITY,  STATE, OR PROVINCE          ZIP OR POSTAL CODE           COUNTRY 
 

BUSINESS PHONE _______________________  EXTENSION _________     FAX NUMBER _____________________ 
 

E- MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________ WEBSITE _____________________________ 

 
DEGREE  _____________ 

EDUCATION BACKGROUND AND OVERSEAS EXPERIENCE 
Degree                                                                                     University                                                                   Date of 

Graduation 
   

   

   

   

 
________________________________________________________________ 

HOME ADDRESS:  Number, Street or P.O. Box 
 

__________________________   ______________________    ____________ 
CITY, STATE OR PROVINCE          ZIP OR POSTAL CODE         COUNTRY 

 
HOME PHONE  (optional)_____________________________________ MAIL PREFERENCE  •   Employer   •   Home 

PRINCIPAL TECHNICAL INTEREST 
(circle one in each column) 

Primary                                                                                    Secondary 
FPE                     Food & Process Engineering                        FPE 
PM                       Power & Machinery                                       PM 
SE                       Structure & Environment                               SE 
SW                      Soil & Water                                                  SW 
IET                       Information & Electrical Technology             IET 
AQ                       Aquacultural Engineering                              AQ 
BE                       Biological Engineering                                   BE 
FE                        Forest Engineering                                        FE 

                                    Other                     ________________________                     Other 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT  ______________________________________________  DATE _______________ 

 



Volume 3, Issue 3, April 2004      - 11 - 

Form of 2004 AOC Student Paper  Award 
 

 

ASSOCIATION OF OVERSEA CHINESE 
AGRICULTURAL, BIOLOGICAL & FOOD ENGINEERS 

STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION 
ENTRY FORM    
Year: 2004 

 

Name: (Last, First, Middle)  

Organization  

Street Address  

City, State Zip  

Telephone Number (including 
area code) 

 

E-Mail  

Current Major  

Advisor’s Name  

Advisor’s Department  

Paper  Title: 

ASAE Paper  No:  

Authors: 

SUBJECT AREA (CHECK ONE):               

[  ]     POWER &  MACHINERY                 [  ]     STRUCTURES &  ENVIRONMENT 
[  ]     SOIL &  WATER  [  ]     EMERGING AREAS  
[  ]     FOOD &  PROCESS 
ENGINEERING 

 [  ]     INFORMATION &  ELECTRICAL 
TECHNOLOGIES 

[  ]     BIOLOGICAL ENGINEERING  [  ]     OTHER  
          (Please specify:                                                              ) 
 

 
Note:  Submission of this form and paper signifies that all co-authors of the paper have given approval to enter the paper into the 
competition.  
 
For the competition rules, see the attachment. Submit this Entry Form and the Research Paper electronically as a Word document or PDF 
document to the attention of Dr. Ying Chen, Chair of the AOC Student Paper Award Committee at ying_chen@umanitoba.ca no later than 
June 15, 2004. 
 


